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6 June 1960 
Honorable J. W. Fulbright 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C, 
Dear Senator Fulbright: ie ‘ 


2 wish to eonfirm the word which I had paseed on to you orally 
chat Lconsider that it be eawise to reloaze the testimony which I 


gave in Executive Seseioa on Tuesday, 7 May, before the Committes | 
' on Foreign Relations on the U-2 incident, 


Ihave reachod this conclusion not so much becaves of the 
actual content of the testimony itoolf, - although & past of the 
quostion and answor section would have to ke deleted for reasons 
of security, = but because ef the precedent established. 


In the past I have consistently taken the position that when 
3 give testimony which is ralated to ths intelligence operations of 
the Central Intelligence Agescy, such testimony should not be subject 
to release. ‘This is a matter of principle to protect the Agency 
and is consonant with the terms of the legislation creating the Agency 
which places upon me the responsibility "for protecting intelligence 
gources and methods from unauthorized disclosure". 


This precedent of non-disclosure of such testimony has been . 
consistently followed since the Agoncy was established and I fee} 
that it ie in the national interest that it should be adhered to in this 
instance, If this precedent should here be broken down, serious 
problems would be created for the future, 


I troet that you will concar that this decision is a wise one, 


er 
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During the course of my testimony Senator Gore requested o: 
me to dlaciose to the Committes the particular intelligence 
odjectivea which ware te ba covered by the Might which wae — 
authorized oe April 30th, Ibavo given this matter mest carciul 
consideration and havo consulted, as I said I would, with others, 
As o result J have concluded that { is mot in the national interest 
te go further than ths teetimony gives in which I indicated the 
basic objectives sought by the program and gave certain reasons 
for the urgency of obtaining that information, 


Each and every flight bad certain precise intelligence 
objectives, gensrally bacez en collatera] information as te vitally 
important targets, This wus particularly true with regard te the 
May I flight, I do not ecasidor that it is consonant with the nations! 
interest to give further procice details with respect to the objectives | 
of thie flighs, 


I would appreciste it if yow would kindly advise Senater Gore 
of my feelings in this regard. 


Faithiyliy yours, 


; or 
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